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You wouldn’t know it by looking outside today, butfall is almost here. The
change of seasons provides us with an opportunitp imake our neighborhood
shine. Membership is inexpensive and a larger memiship reinforces the
perception of Bluefields as a vibrant and dedicatedeighborhood. Your in-
volvement is critical to BHA’s mission to
maintain and improve life in Bluefields- so join |

and stay involved.

Over the past several years many positive
changes have taken place in our neighbor-
hood. We are fortunate to have residents who =
are “multi-generational.” Bluefields has a £]
great heritage not only from long term resi-
dents, but also from new homeowners. | en-
courage each of you to open your door and talk witgour neighbors. Find out
who has DEEP ROOTS and who may have NEW SHOOTS.

Remember, your participation will help keep Bluefidds a safe place to live
and a great place to raise a family.
-Mary Smith

2010 looms close in our future, and it is time todyin thinking
about who will be a part our neighborhood board forthe com-
ing year. Bluefields Homeowners Association Boarillembers
play an active role in our community by organizingtwo annual neighborhood events
a Spring cleanup day, and three all-neighborhood regings each year. Elections for
the 2010 Board Officers and Members will be held tis year on December 7, 6:30 PM
at FiftyForward Donelson Station during our all-neighborhood meeting. Nominees
must be BHA members in good standing. If you arenterested in contributing to
your neighborhood this way please contact Ginny Rl at 883-4338.




Going
GREEN

Want to know the
impact that your
lifestyle has on the
environment?
Check out the calcu
lators at http://

www.epa.gov/

climatechange/
emissions/

individual.html and

also find simple so-

lutions to lessen that
impact.

For easy ideas and
money sensitive
ways to make your
home more environ-
mentally friendly

try http:/
www.cnn.com/2007
LIVING/
homestyle/10/23/22.
o.green/index.html
and see the article
22 Little Ways To Gq
Green

Bluefields Fall Calendar of Upcoming Event:

September 14; 6:30 PM BHA Meeting; FiftyForward Dorel-
son Station (108 Donelson Pike)

October 17 Bluefields Low Country Boil: Watch for more de-
tails to come on this fun family event!

December 7; 6:30 PM BHA Meeting and voting for next
year’s board; FiftyForward Donelson Station (108 Daelson
Pike)

December 9 Metro Brush Pickup begins for our area

COPOPOPOPPPP0000 000000000000 0000%090
Greetings Bluefields Neighbors,

Building on the great system set in place by Jamisaand last
year’s council we now also have a blog to keep yiformed of
suspicious neighborhood activity,
www.BluefieldsWatch.blogspot.com. The best part igou can
subscribe to get vital info sent right to your emdior even your
phone.

: My goal as Neighborhood Watch Captain is to keep yoinformed with real

¢ concerns only. So feel free to subscribe and knowat you will not be bom-

¢ barded with neighborhood gossip; only the latest daty concerns.

L 4

¥ Remember, when the triangles on the Neighborhood Weh signs flip from

@ green to red there is information that you'll needto know. You can either:

@ ---Call the neighborhood watch info line at 615-5949608

: ---Go to www.BluefieldsWatch.blogspot.com

¢ You can report suspicious activity to the neighborbod watch by
---Emailing BluefieldsWatch@gmail.com

: ---Calling me, Andrew Bradley, at 615-578-0807

¢ Thanks for helping keep our neighborhood safe anchformed.
: Your Neighborhood Watch Captain,

. Andrew Bradley
L 4
L 4
¢
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On August 24 the fourth and final Metro Plan-proposed Downtown Donelson UDO. These
ning Session took place at McGavock High have been inserted to incentivize development in
School. The plan now moves forward to the certain areas while preventing it in other areas in
Planning Commission and then ultimately to aorder to preserve the greenways of Stones River
Council Public Hearing. and Mill Creek as well as encourage low impact
storm water management solutions is incorpo-
The plan involves a UDO (Urban Design Overrated into future development projects.
lay) that affects key areas in the Downtown
Donelson development such as construction rAareview of the past four Metro Planning pres-
terial standards, building height and placemergntations and other detailed information can be
parking lot locations, signage, parks and operaccessed on the Metro Planning sitatgi://
spaces, vehicular circulation, bicycle and pedes~w.nashville.gov/mpc/subarea/
trian circulation, landscaping and buffering, assubareal4.htmAnyone interested should be-
well as general access and transit along the come more educated on the subject and get in-
Lebanon corridor of downtown Donelson. volved. This directly affects the future growth
and development of the downtown Donelson
These new standards and restrictions will not G@nmunity which sits directly outside the back
retroactively enforced, meaning that current door of our wonderful Bluefields neighbor-
businesses are not automatically impacted. Theod.
new standards would apply only to new business
or development in the Donelson downtown arg&ae next Planning Commission meeting is Octo-
or if one of the designated “triggers” for existirger 8", 4:00 PM at Metro Southeast, 1417 Mur-
businesses is met due to new investments or freesboro Pike. The Council Public Hearing on
changes made to those businesses. There wahielUDO is scheduled for Novembét, %:30
also be development incentives included in thBM at the Metro Courthouse, One Public
plan such as TDRs (Transfer Development Square. These are open to the public and local
Rights) and Low Impact Development (LID) community representation for these sessions is
Stormwater Management incorporated into thencouraged.

-~ Sl Thanks to all who attended and assisted with

the 2009 Spring Picnic. New friends were H
made while old friends caught up on life’s H
events. The grilled food and cold ice cream I
bars were delicious— the perfect warm-weather H
treats! And who could forget Abraham Lin- H
coln’s surprise visit? Please make plans to join H
&l us for our Low Country Boil on October 17— H
sure to be another fabulous Bluefields event!
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Caution on Spring Valley Lane

Whether your concern is your children playing in the neighborhood,
your pet’s safety, backing your car out of the drieway or a blind
corner, speeding is a neighborhood issue that oftehits” home.

—’ Our neighborhood is plagued with persistent speedmissues. Fail-
ure to obey posted speed limits is a major concerrPlease note that
the posted speed limit on Spring Valley Lane is 18IPH. Neighbors
on Spring Valley Lane have requested we take extrgarecautions
due to the narrow road and the driveway connectionat the top of
the hill from Graylynn Drive. As you travel on any of the streets in

our beautiful Bluefields, please watch your speedma ask your friends and neighbors to do
the same. Cooperation from neighborhood residentsiwprovide a safer environment for
us all.

2 225 Cumberland Circle, built in 1939 El

I 2719 Bluefield Avenue, built in 1938 ]

H BHA will choose different homes each quarter this gar to spotlight in H
. our newsletter. Take a closer look with us at jush few of the homes |
. that make Bluefields an exceptionally beautiful plae to reside. 1



Living With Autism

Let me say that, as a mother of a wonderful one yeald boy, the fact that in recent
years the number of autistic children has seemingligeen on the rise has not gone un-
noticed. New parents are prone to a myriad of fearand anxieties as their children
grow, hoping for a perfectly happy and healthy chidl. However, we here in Blue-
field’s find ourselves no exception to this growingpidemic. Unaware as many of us
may be, there are autistic children in our neighbohood today, at this very min-

ute. Do you know who they are? Would you be able pick them out? Would you be
able to help should you come across a child of asth who has wandered off? | hope
this article at least encourages you to educate ymelf a bit more on the subject,
reach out to your trusted neighbors and learn whon your community may be af-
fected so that you can be prepared to assist shoulde occasion arise.

But first, what exactly is Autism? Autism is a conplex developmental disability that
can range from mild to severe. It typically develps within the first three years of a
child’s life. Itis a result of a neurological digrder that has an effect on normal brain
function, affecting the child’s communication and scial interaction skills. Recent es-
timates state that 1 in every 150 children will beliagnosed with some level of autism.

What can you do to help? First and foremost, knowour neighbors and, if a parent
of an autistic child/adult, alert your neighbors. A leading cause of concern for both
children and adults of autism is the tendency to wader off or run away from parents
or care providers. To make matters worse, victimsf autism are often attracted to
water sources such as pools, ponds and lakes. Avfef these water elements exist in
our immediate neighborhood as we all know. If younotice a child seemingly unre-
sponsive to you and wandering off or hanging aroundeemingly by themselves, take
note and make an effort to identify a parent or guedian for that child. If nothing
else, keep an eye on the child and call your logablice department to assist fur-
ther. The main point here is to please not simplpass by without investigating the
situation a bit further to ensure that there is a aregiver nearby. Ultimately, this is
about ensuring all children’s safety and security wthin our community.

Although each child of autism is indeed special itheir own individual tendencies and
behavior, again, there are some general traits toate about children with autism:

Prone to wander off or run away

May not respond to his/her name or someone may thiknthe child is seemingly

deaf (despondent to your calls or inquiries)

Fear of cars and animals or, conversely, they arerawn to such things

Attraction to water elements
If you are a parent of an autistic child, experts gggest that you plan a brief visit to
your neighbors, possibly introducing the child or naybe simply provide a photo-
graph. Itis also a good idea to provide some catt information to neighbors in the
event they should see the child alone.



